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	MEDICARE WORKGROUP
Meeting Agenda
Date:  1/19/2026

	Committee Members: 
☒ Barb Jezorski, Chair			☒ Margaret Krull, Vice Chair		☒ Kaite Troumbly, Board Liaison	☐ Stephanie Andersen
☒ Jill Arvidson				☐ Dawn Bratlien			☒ Mary Burns				☒ Rachel Eastwood
☒ Alex Foss				☒ Alessa Germolus			☐ Teri Henning				☒ Kim Holien
☒ Jennifer Stark			☐					☐					☒Paulette Duncan, Staff		


	Others Present: 

	Staff Present: Paulette Duncan

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Motion and Vote Follow-Up or Action Item
	Responsibility
	Deadline

	1. Meeting minutes approval
	Minutes approved
	· 
	· Barb J
	· 

	2.Introductions
	All Staff
	· 
	· 
	· 

	3. Committee Orientation
	See slides. Available upon request: 
Meeting dates are on our website, let Paulette know if you have not received an invite.  
	· 
	· Kathy Meserii
	· 

	4. Advocacy updates
	Prepayment review, no agencies were paid in December, MHCA are asking for DHS to move up processing dates.  UCare and Medica: there is a FAQ, Ucare community plan is being managed by Medica as well as payment after claim is received 40 days. 
Feb begins session. This is a non-funding year, Trump threated to stop all funds coming into MN.  MHCA is advocating for immediate funds.  
	· 
	· Kathy M
	· 

	5. Telehealth
	Set to expire, no updates on this yet.  
FYI: Extensions to current telehealth flexibilities are included in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026.  The House of Reps is set to vote on this legislation later this week, and if passed, will go to the Senate next week.   Down to the wire but could be in place by 1/31.  

	· 
	· Paulette will contact the Alliance to see if we have an update
	· Done

	6. ABN expiring 
	CMS ABN is expiring as of 1/31/26

The ABN is currently in the paperwork reduction act (PRA) process and is currently awaiting the Office of Management and Budget approval.  When it has completed this process, we will provide additional information through our website and through the Medicare Learning Network news.  Please continue to use the current ABN until we provide further instructions.

	· 
	· Both Paulette and Jen stark reached out to CMS, 
	· 

	7. Emergency Preparedness
	https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/ltc/index.html
The health care coalition recommended that agencies activate their emergency preparedness plan due to the community unrest with ICE.   The metro coalition is during a 15 minute call weekly on updates.  Email Paulette to get the link if you do not have it.  
	· 
	· Paulette
	· 

	8.  EVV
	EVV: Insurance is not adding clients into HHAechchange.  Wondering if we could get some king of validation report like IQUES to determine information was added correctly. 
	
	Paulette will reach out 
	

	9.  Adjournment
	
	
	
	

	Next Meeting Date & Location:   March 18th, by zoom,  Margaret will take notes
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