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EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective Ja gya\-\riil, 2025,
Sec. 76. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, section 33\2\74, subdivision 5, is amended to read:

Subd. 5. Burden. In any afﬁ1ma}jyéjaction taken under su&h/i\sion 1 or any affirmative defense asserted in subdivision 4, the
debtor bears the burden to show by a pfeponderance of the evidence that-the debtor incurred coerced debt. There is a presumption that
the debtor has incurred coerced d;l:ff if the person alleged to have caused thedebtor to incur the coerced debt has been eriminatty

convictedWﬂqﬁbrtnfcmd-&nﬁ%ﬁﬁtrW of or received a-stay of adjudication for a violation of section 609.27,
609.282, 609.322, or 609.527. ~

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2025.
v" Sec. 77. [332C.01] DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Application. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have the meanings given.

Subd. 2. Collecting party. "Collecting party" means a party engaged in collecting medical debt. Collecting party does not
include parties when complying with a court order or statutory obligation to garnish or levy a debtor's property, including banks, credit

Subd. 3. Debtor. "Debtor" means a person obligated or alleged to be obligated to pay any debt.

Subd. 4. Medical debt. (a)_"Medical debt" means debt incurred primarily for medically necessary health treatment or services.
Medical debt includes debt chareed to a credit card or other credit instrument, on or after October [, 2024, under an open-end or
closed-end credit plan offered specifically to pay for health treatment or services.

(b) Medical debt does not include:

(1)_debt charged to a credit card or other credit instrument, under an open-end or closed-end credit plan, that is not offered
specifically to pay for health treatment or services; :

Subd. 5. Medically necessary. "Medically necessary" has the meaning given in section 62J.805, subdivision 7.

Subd. 6. Person. "Person" means any individual, partnership, association, or corporation.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024,

Vv Sec. 78. [332C.02]) PROHIBITED PRACTICES.
A collecting party must not:

(1).in a collection letter, publication, invoice, or any oral or written communication, threaten wage garmishment or legal suit
by a particular lawyer, unless the collecting party has actually retained the lawyer to do so;

(2).use or employ sheriffs or any other officer authorized to serve legal papers in connection with collecting a claim, except
when performing the sheriff's or other officer's legally authorized duties;

(3).use or threaten to use methods of collection that violate Minnesola law;

(4) furnish legal advice to debtors or represent that the collecting party is competent or able to furnish legal advice to
debtors;

(5)_communicate with debtors in a misleading or deceptive manner by falsely using the stationery of a lawyer, forms or
instruments which only lawyers are authorized to prepare, or instruments which simulate the form and appearance of judicial process;

(6)_publish or cause to be published any list of debtors, use shame cards or shame automobiles, advertise or threaten to
advertise for sale any claim as a means of forcing payment of the claim, or use similar devices or methods of intimidation;

(7).operate under a name or in a manner which falsely implies the collecting party is a branch of or associated with any.
department of federal, state, county, or local government or an agency_thereof;

(8).transact business or hold the collecting party out as a debt settlement company, debt management company, debt
adjuster, or any person who settles, adjusts, prorates, pools, liquidates, or pays the indebtedness of a debtor, unless there is no charge

to the debtor, or the pooling or liquidation is done pursuant to court order or under the supervision of a creditor's committee;




© (9).unless an exemption in the law exists, violate Code of Federal Regulations, title 12, part 1006, while attempting to
collect on any account, bill, or other indebtedness. For purposes of this section, Public Law 95-109 and Code of Federal Regulations,

title 12, part 1006, apply to collecting parties other than health care providers collecting medical debt in the health care provider's own
name;

(10)_communicate with a debtor about medical debt by use of an automatic telephone dialing system or an artificial or
prerecorded voice after the debtor expressly informs the collecting party to cease communication utilizing an automatic telephone
dialing system or an artificial or prerecorded voice. For purposes of this clause, an automatic telephone dialing system or an artificial
or prerecorded voice includes but is not limited to (i) artificial intelligence chat bots, and (i) the usage of the term under the Telephone

(11).in collection letters or publications, or in any oral or written communication, imply or suggest that medically necessary,
health treatment or services are denied as a result of a medical debt;

the collecting party, except a person who resides with the debtor or a third party with whom the debtor has authorized with the

collecting party to place the request. This clause does not apply to a call-back message left at the debtor's place of employment which
is limited solely to the collecting party's telephone number and name;

(13)_when attempting to collect a medical debt, fail to provide the debtor with the full name of the collecting party, as

(14) fail to return any amount of overpayment from a debtor to the debtor or to the state of Minnesota pursuant to the
requirements of chapter 345;

a duplicate receipt in the debtor's payment records;

(16)_except for court costs for filing a civil action with the court and service of process, attempt to collect any interest, fee,
charge, or expense incidental to the charge-off obligation from a debtor unless the amount is expressly authorized by the agreement
creating the medical debt or is otherwise permitted by law;

(17) falsify any documents with the intent to deceive;

(18) when initially contacting a Minnesota debtor by mail to collect a medical debt, fail to include a disclosure on the
coltact notice, in a type size or font which is equal to or larger than the largest other type of type size or font used in the text of the
notice, that includes and identifies the Office of the Minnesota Attorney General's general telephone number, and states: "You have the
right to hire your own attorney to represent you in this matter.";

(19) commence legal action to collect a medical debt outside the limitations period set forth in section 541.053;

(20) report to a credit reporting agency any medical debt that the collecting party knows or should know is or was originally
owed to a health care provider, as defined in section 62J1.805, subdivision 4; or

(21)_challenge a debtor's claim of exemption to garnishment or levy in a manner that is baseless, frivolous, or otherwise in
bad faith.

.,.EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024,

4
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v/ Sec.79.[332C.03]| MEDICAL DEBT REPORTING PROHIBITED.
(a) A collecting party is prohibited from reporting medical debt to a consumer reporting agency.

(b).A consumer reporting agency is prohibited from making a consumer report containing an item of information that the
consumer reporting agency knows or should know concerns medical debt.

(c) For purposes of this section, "consumer report" and "consumer reporting agency' have the meanings given in the Fair
_I'or purp = S

EFFECTIVE DATE, This section is effective October 1, 2024,

v ~ Sec. 80. [332C.04] DEFENDING MEDICAL DEBT CASES.

(a).A debtor who successfully defends against a claim for payment of medical debt that is alleged by a collecting party must
be awarded the debtor's costs and a reasonable attorney fee. as determined by the court, incurred to defend against the collecting
party's claim for debt payment.

(b)_For purposes of this section, a resolution mutually agreed upon by the debtor and collecting party is not a successful
defense subject to an additional award of an atlorney fee.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024, for causes of action commenced on or after that date.
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\'/Sec. 81. [332C.05] ENFORCEMENT.
(2).The attorney general may enforce this chapter under section 8.31.

(b).A collecting party that violates this chapter is strictly liable to the debtor in question for the sum of:

(1).actual damage sustained by the debtor as a result of the violation;

(2) additional damages as the court may allow, but not exceeding

(3).in the case of any successful action to enforce the foregoing, the costs of the action, together with a reasonable attormey
fee as determined by the court.

(¢).A collecting party that willfully and maliciously violates this chapter is strictly liable to the debtor for three times the
sums allowable under paragraph (b), clauses (1) and (2).

(d).The dollar amount limit under paragraph (b), clause (2), changes on July 1 of each even-numbered year in an amount
equal to changes made in the Consumer Price Index, compiled by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Consumer Price
Index for December 2024 is the reference base index. If the Consumer Price Index is revised, the percentage of change made under
this section must be calculated on the basis of the revised Consumer Price Index. If'a Consumer Price Index revision changes the
reference base index, a revised reference base index must be determined by multiplying the reference base index that is effective at the
time by the rebasing factor furnished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

(e).If the Consumer Price Index is superseded, the Consumer Price Index referred to in this section is the Consumer Price
Index represented by the Bureau of Labor Statistics as most accurately reflecting changes in the prices paid by consumers for
consumer goods and services.

(£).The attorney general must publish the base reference index under paragraph (d)_in the State Register no later than
September 1, 2024, The attorney general must calculate and publish the revised Consumer Price Index under paragraph (d).in the State

Register no later than September 1 each even-numbered year.

(2).A collecting party must not be held liable in any action brought under this section if the collecting party shows by a
preponderance of evidence that the violation:

(1).was not intentional and resulted from a bona fide error made notwithstanding the maintenance of procedures reasonably
adopted to avoid any bona fide error; or

(2).was the result of inaccurate or incorrect information provided to the collecting party by a health care provider as defined
in section 621.805. subdivision 4; a health carrier as defined in section 62A.011, subdivision 2; or another collecting party currently or
previously engaged in collection of the medical debt in question.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024.

Sec. 82. [513.80] RESIDENTIAL RE\AIQ‘ ESTATE SERVICE AGREEMENTrgz UNFAIR SERVICE AGREEMENTS.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) For purposes of this section, the following tefms have the meanings given.

(b)."County recorder" has the meaning given in section 13.045, subdivi}s{'ion 1.

(¢c)"Person" means natural persons, corporations both foreign and doifiestic, trusts, partnerships both limited and general,
incorporated or unincorporated associations, companies,\business entities, and’any other legal entity or any other group associated in
fact although not a legal entity or any agent, assignee, heir, \mpl_oy@, representative, or servant thereof,

’ A 4 ; . .
(d)."Record" or "recording" means placement of a decument ordnstrument in the official county public land records.

(e)_"Residential real property" means real property. thatjq\i)c_a'ted in Minnesota occupied, or intended to be occupied, by one

to four families as their residence.

(f)"Service agreement" means a contract under which a Deréc)\n aprees to provide real estate broker services as defined in
section 82.55. subdivisien 19, in connection with the purchase or sale of'residential real property.

(g)."Service provider" means an individual or entity that provides ervices to a person pursuant to a service agreement.

Subd. 2. Unfair service agreements; prohibition. (a) A service agreement subject to this section is unfair and prohibited if

any part of the agreement provides an exclusive right to a service provider for a tehm in excess of one year after the time the service
agreement is entered into and: '

(1) purports to run with the land or to be binding on future owners of intere}skin the real property;

(2).allows for assignment of the right to provide service without notice to and cé\nient of the residential real property's
owner, including a contract for deed vendee; j N\

\

(3).is recorded ar purports to create a lien, encumbrance, or other real property securi%y interest; or

(4)_contains a provision that purports to automatically renew the agreement upon its expiration.

(b).The following are not unfair service agreements under this section;



\

(1).a home warranty or similar nrodbcl that covers the cost of maintaining a major home system or appliance for/a fixed

period;

(2).an insurance contract; /

(3)amortgage loan or a commitment to make or receive a mortgage loan;
) eloan or g eommiinent 1o AEEe OF Tevels e 4 0Ty

(4)_an option or right of refusal to purchase avresidential real property;

(5).a declaration of any covenants, conditions, lor restrictions created in the formation of a homeowners association, a group
of condominium owners, or other common interest comm mty or an amendment to the covenants, eondmons ‘or restrictions;

{6).a maintenance or service agreement entered b\a homeowners association in a common mterest commumty,

c, tele hone cable

\ ;
(¢).This section does not impair any lien right granted uﬁc\ler Minnesota law or that is judicidlly imposed.

8) a contract with a gas, water, sewer, electri

or other utility service rowder.

Subd. 3. Recording prohibited. (a) A person is prohibited fr\c\rm

(1) presenting or sending an unfair service agreement or notl}xe or memorandum of an unfalr service agreement to any
county recorder to record; or \

4 = . b \ i 4
(2)._causing an unfair service agreement or notice or memorandum of an unfair seryvice agreement to be recorded by a county,
recorder.

(b) If a county recorder records an unfair service agreement, the CAJ ty recorder does not incur liability.

(c) If an unfair service agreement is recorded, the recording does not ércate 4 lien or provide constructive notice to any: third
party, bona fide purchaser, or creditor.

‘\/

Subd. 4. Unfair service agreements unenforceable. A service agreement that is unfair under this section is unenforceable and
does not create a contractual obligation or relationship. Any waiver of a consumer rlﬂht including a right to trial by jury, in an unfair
service agreement is void. /

/
Subd. 5. Unfair service agreements; solicitation. Encouraging any consumer to enter into an unfair service agreement by any

t=Eie]
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service provider constitutes: /

i

(1)_an unfair method of competition; and /”' \

(2).an unfair or deceptive act or practice under section 82.8 1": subdivision l2,,parag;‘a1\)h (c),.and section 325F.69.

Subd. 6. Enfon cement authority. (a) Thls sectlon may be entoreed by the attomey geuer\al under section 8.31. except that any

with an interest in the moperty that is the subject of that agréement may brmg an action under section 8131 or 325F.70 in district court
in the county where the property is located.

(b)If an unfair service agreement or a notice (34 memorandum of an unfair service agreement is récorded against an y
re51deu[1al real property, any___mdvment obtained under;fh{s sectlon after being certified by the cle1k having ¢

encumbered or clouded by the unfair service agreement.

(¢) The remedies provided under this settion are not exclusive and do not reduce any other rig
have in equity or in law.

(d)No private action may be brought under this section more than six years after the date the term printed in the unfair
service agreement expires.

_ Sec. 83. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 519.03, is amended to read:

«/ 519.05 LIABILITY OF HUSBANDAND-WHFE SPOUSES. Effechwe
(a) A spouse is not liable to a creditor for any debts of the other spouse %%mhnsbaﬁmﬁwfe—are—hwng—mgeﬂxr—ﬂqey—sha&be

No[w1th£;’£amcl11'v3 this paracﬁph ina proceedmcr under chapter 518 the court may apportion such debt between the spouses.

(b) Either spouse may close a credit card account or other unsecured consumer line of credit on which both spouses are
contractually liable, by giving written notice to the creditor.

(c) Nothing in this section prevents a creditor’s claim against a decedent's estate.



(2).an order enjoining the méthods, acts, or practices;

(3)restitution of property; \\ /

(4) punitive damages; \ /

(3).reasonable attorney _fees; and

(6).any other relief that the court de¢ms proper.

b provided by, this subdivision or otherwise provided by law, if a student loan servicer is
shown, by a prependerance of the evidence, to have engaged in conduct that substantially interferes with a borrower's right to an
alternative payment arrangement; loan forgiveness, cancellation, or discharge; or any other financial benefit established under the
terms of a borrower's promissory note or under the Higher Education Act of 1965, United States Code, title 20, section 1070a, et seq.,

a borrower is entitled to damages of at least $1,500\per plaintiff, per violation.

(b).In addition to any_other remedie

(c).At least 45 days before bringing an action for damages or injunctive relief under this chapter, a borrower must:

egarding the nature of the alleged

(1).provide written notice to the student loan sérvicer alleged to have violated this chapter r
violations; and \

(2).demand that the student loan servicer correct and remedy the method, act; or practice identified in the notice under clause
(L. § ,

(d)_The notice required by this subdivision must be senhby certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, to the
student loan servicer's address on file with the Department of Comimerce or to the student loan servicer's principal place of business in

(e) An action for damages or injunctive relief brought by a Borrower only on the individual borrower's behalf must not be
maintained under paragraph (a) upon a showing by a student loan serviter that an appropriate correction and remedy is given, or is
agreed to be given within a reasonable time, to the borrower within 30 days after the notice is received.

(D.An action for damages brought by a borrower on bath the boﬁ‘owér's behalf and on behalf of a similarly situated class of
persons must not be maintained under paragraph (a) upon a showing by a stiident loan servicer alleged to have employed or committed
a method, act, or practice declared unlawful if: 7\

(1).all borrowers similarly situated have been identified or a reasénaﬁle effort to identify other borrowers has been made;

(2).all borrowers identified have been notified that, upon the bpnower'é‘xequest, the student loan servicer must make the
appropriate correction and remedy; _ \

J 1

(3).the correction and remedy, requested by the borrower has'been given or'is given within a reasonable amount of time; and

(4)_the student loan servicer has ceased from engaging, or if immediate cessation is impossible or unreasonably expensive
under the circumstances, the student loan servicer ceases to engage within a reasonable amount of time, in the method, act, or practice.

ly with a demand described in paragraph (¢) by a student'loan servicer that receives the demand is

construed as an offer to compromise and is inadmissible as evidence under Minnesota Rule\s"&_of Evidence, rule 408. An attempt io

comply with a demand is not an admission of engaging in an act or practice declared unlawfuil by paragraph (a). Bvidence of

compliance or attempts to comply with this section may be infroduced by a defendant to estabi‘j@h good faith or to show compliance
Fi L

with paragraph (a). / \

(g).An attempt to comp

(h).An award of damages must not be given in ah action based on a method, act, or prac;‘tice in violation of paragraph (a) if
. r" . . L
the student loan servicer alleged to have employed or committed that method, act, or practice: \

2
(1)_proves by a preponderance of the eviden/::e that the violation was not intentional and resulted from a bona fide error
notwithstanding the use of reasonable procedures aﬂfomed to avoid that error; and \

JPLORLALE COLITLIIUL, Jepadl

' \

e Q) malkes an appropriate correction, rep !r, replacement, or other remedy under paragraphs (g)\and (1).
//,
v/ Sec. 25.[62J.805] DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Application. For purposes of sections 62J.805 to 62J.808, the following terms have the meanings given.

% Subd. 2. Billing error. "Billing error" means an error in a bill from a health care provider to a patient for health treatment or
services that affects the amount owed by the patient according to that bill. Billing error includes but is not limited to (1) miscoding a
health treatment or service, (2) an error in determining whether a health treatment or service is covered under the patient's health plan,
or (3).an error in determining the cost-sharing owed by the patient.

Subd. 3. Group practice. "Group practice” has the meaning given to health care provider group practice in section 145D.01,
subdivision 1.

-x_,-'S-ubd. 4. Health care provider. "Health care provider" means:



% (1).a health professional who is licensed or registered by the state to provide health treatment and services within the
professional's scope of practice and in accordance with state law;
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(1)_safe and effective;

(2) not experimental or investigational, except as provided in Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, section 411.15(0);

(6) meets, but does not exceed, the patient’s medical need; and

(7).is at least as beneficial as an existing and available medically appropriate alternative.

Subd. 8. Payment. "Payment" includes co-payments and coinsurance and deductible payments made by a patient.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024.

v "Sec. 26. [62J.806] POLICY FOR COLLECTION OF MEDICAL DEBT.

(2).refer medical debt to a collection agency or law firm for collection; and

(3)identify medical debt as uncollectible or satisfied, and ending collection activities.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024.

V' Sec. 27. 162J.807] DENIAT OF HEAI'TH TREATMENT OR SERVICES DUE TO OUTSTANDING MEDICAL DEBT.
(a) A health care provider must not deny medically necessary health treatment or services to a patient or any member of the
patient's family or household because of current or previous outstanding medical debt owed by the patient or any member of the
patient's family or household to the health care provider, regardless of whether the health treatment or service may be available from
another health care provider.

(), a health care provider may require the patient to enroll in a payment plan for the outstanding medical debt owed to the health care
provider. The payment plan must be reasonable and must take into account any information disclosed by the patient regarding the
patient's ability to pay. Before entering into the payment plan, a health care provider must notify the patient that if the patient is unable
to make all or part of the agreed-upon installment payments, the patient must communicate the patient's situation to the health care
provider and must pay an amount the patient can afford.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024,

A% Sec. 28. [62J.808] BILLING ERRORS; HEAILTH TREATMENT OR SERVICES.

contain one or more billing errors, the health care provider or health plan company must review the bill and correct any billing errors
found. While the review is being conducted, the health care provider must not bill the patient for any health treatment or service




subject to review for potential billing errors. A health care provider may bill the patient for the health treatment and services thal were
reviewed for potential billing errors under this subdivision only after the review is complete, any. billing errors are corrected, and a
notice of completed review required under subdivision 3 is transmitted to the patient.

(b)_If, after completing the review under paragraph

company determines the patient overpaid the health care provider under the bill, the health care provider must, within 30 days after
completing the review, refund to the patient the amount the patient overpaid under the bill.

Subd. 2. Notice to patient of potential billing error. (a) If a health care provider or health plan company, determines or
receives notice from a patient or other person that a bill from the health care provider to a patient for health treatment or services may
contain one or more billing errors, the health care provider or health plan company must notify the patient:

(1).of the potential billing error;

(2).that the health care provider or health plan company must review the bill and correct any. billing errors found; and

(3) that while the review is being conducted, the health care provider must not bill the patient for any health treatment or
service subject to review for potential billing errors.

(b) The notice required under this subdivision must be transmitted to the patient within 30 days after the date the health care
provider or health plan company determines or receives notice that the patient's bill may_contain one or more billing errors.

Subd. 3. Notice to patient of completed review. When a health care provider or health plan company completes a review of a
bill for potential billing errors, the health care provider or health plan company must (1) notify the patient that the review is complete,
(2).explain in detail how any identified billing errors were corrected or explain in detail why the health care provider or health plan
company did not modify the bill as requested by the patient or other person, and (3) include applicable coding guidelines, references to
health records, and other relevant information. This notice must be transmitted to the patient within 30 days after the date the health

care provider or health plan company completes the review.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1, 2024,

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 2023\Supplement, section 144.587, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Prohibited actions. (2)_A\hospital must not initiate one or more of the following actiqﬁé until the hospital determines
that the patient is ineligible for charity care'or denies an application for charity care: ’

(1) offering to enroll or enrolling the patient in a payment plan;
(2) changing the terms of a patient's payment plan;

(3) offering the patient a loan or line of ¢redit, application materials for a loan ot,=l'ine of credit, or assistance with applying
for a loan or line of credit, for the payment of medical debt;

(4) referring a patient's debt for collections, mcluding in-house co]lections,'tﬁh‘d-paﬁy collections, revenue recapture, or any
other process for the collection of debt;_or
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£63.(5) accepting a credit card payment of over SSOO‘or the medical debt owed to the hospital.

(b).A violation of section 62J.807 is a violation ofthis\subdivisi’ﬁn.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective October 1 2024.!_‘-"’

Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 176.175, Subdivisigﬁ 2\&'5 amended to read:
/ \

Subd. 2. Nonassignability. No claim for compensation gt settlement of a claim for compensation owned by an injured
employee or dependents is assignable. Except as otherwise pr(a’{fided in this'chapter, any claim for compensation owned by an injured
employee or dependents is exempt from seizure or sale for thie payment of any, debt or liability, up to a total amount of $1,000,000 per
¢laim and subsequent award. / \\\

N\

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective Oc_t(;ber 1,2024,
Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 2023 Supplement, séction 239.791, subdivision 8, is\amended to read:

Subd. 8. Disclosure; reporting. (a) A reﬁn’éry or terminal, shall provide, at the tifge gasoline is sold or transferred from the
refinery or terminal, a bill of lading or shipping manifest to the person who receives the gaspline. For oxygenated gasoline, the bill of
lading or shipping manifest must include the idéntity and the volume percentage or gallons of pxygenate included in the gasoline;amd

ttmuststateThisfretcontamsan-oxygenate genate: For nonoxygenated

gasoline not exempt under subdivisions 10 14 16, and 17, the bill or manifest must state: "Thil'é'\-fuel is not oxygenated. It must not




